
and a quotation from D. E. Harding causes Hui-neng to smile. “The very visi-
bility of the mirror is its invisibility” (p. 49); Sartre and microbiology con³rm
this, as does Nicholas of Cusa and a Vietnamese monk who states, “The free
man sees all, but nothing is seen by him” (p. 50). Husserl corrects Kant, mak-
ing the noumenon phenomenal; things appear as they are. The gap between
such experience and analytical logic is described in mythological language:
“But wait! Great Bivalence, battle-girt, has fallen. The counsel of Experience
has proven a mighty potion. Bivalence, now twisted and divided against him-
self, has quaffed the unholy cup of conjoint falsehood” (p. 56). The chapter
ends with a discussion of Michael Dummett on intuitionism and construc-
tivism in mathematics.

The author has read widely, and his comments on dif³cult theories in phi-
losophy and Buddhism sometimes show acuity and inventive felicity. He
speaks well of the subordination of logic to a preconceptual logos inscribed
in the phenomena (p. 76), though I wonder if he does justice to a possible
autonomy of reason from the phenomenological level. He has some good
comments on the notion of truth, though again in a rather one-sidedly phe-
nomenological vein. His analyses of consciousness and self-consciousness in
Husserl and Sartre and the correlations he makes with Buddhist meditation,
and many of the other cross-cultural comparisons he touches on, are sugges-
tive, and he might have written an interesting book had he selected the best
of these topics and dwelt on them patiently.

Joseph O’Leary
Sophia University

SOFTWARE REVIEW

Center for Japan Studies at Berkeley, Multimedia Dictionary of Shinto and
Japanese Life: Interactive Introduction to Japanese Culture and Classics. Apple
Macintosh CD-ROM. Atlanta: Scholars Press, 1994. US$100.00. © Shigeru
Handa.

THIS IS ONE of at least two CD-ROM’s recently brought out by Scholars Press,
indicating that the bene³ts of multimedia research are becoming available to
scholars of Japanese religions. Unfortunately, for those with IBM-compatible
PC systems, the disc is available only for the Apple Macintosh.

The driving force behind this particular disc is Rev. Shigeru Handa, a
Shinto priest of Ueno Tenmangu in Nagoya. He has developed an informa-
tive collection that is easy to set up and use. The interface is attractive and
intuitive. I had no trouble installing the program and going from one topic
to another, sampling the sights and sounds of Japan—a Noh performance,
the sound of traditional musical instruments, a group of people shouting ban-
zai as their friends and neighbors march off to war, children dressed up to
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visit a shrine—from the perspective of a Shinto priest.
The word Shinto in the title of this dictionary, however, is somewhat mis-

leading. The topics are not limited to phenomena associated with “Shinto”
shrines but include a wide variety of historical, religious, and cultural subjects,
much broader than the narrower de³nition of Shinto as a speci³c religious
tradition. Handa himself admits that to him “Shinto” is practically synony-
mous with “Japanese culture.” This multimedia dictionary thus gives quick
glimpses of various aspects of Japanese life, arranged on hypercards, rather
than offering an in-depth source for research on Shinto as a speci³c religious
tradition. One useful feature for scholars is a group of extensive bibliogra-
phies, arranged under the ³ve headings of General, Art/Architecture/Ritual,
Modern, History, and Theology/Faith.

The opening screen provides the viewer with a number of options. One
can page through the cards one by one in order, or one can click on the
“Overview” icon, which will offer the options of “history” or “topics.” “History”
brings up a chronological spectrum, from which one can click on various top-
ics. Clicking on “World War II,” for example, brings up a video clip of the
atomic bomb exploding over Hiroshima.

The “topics” option gives ten subjects:

1. Modern Situation 6. Entertainment
2. Outline of Japan 7. Shinto History
3. Shinto Objects 8. Shinto Mythology
4. Shinto Festivals 9. Faith & Grace
5. Events and Customs 10. Shinto Thought

Clicking on one of these topics will bring up a longer list of individual sub-
jects each leading to a hypercard. These lists are not alphabetical, but this is
not a problem since the lists are no longer than a couple of pages, and one
can always use the “search” function if one has a speci³c topic in mind. Each
card has a brief textual explanation of the subject, as well as a variety of visual
illustrations. If available (many of the cards include only stills, in color or
black-and-white), clicking on the “motion” icon will bring up a short video
clip. The information is rather basic, and the most appealing aspects of the
dictionary are the video clips and sound, since these functions are not avail-
able in traditional books.

As indicated above, Rev. Handa was the driving force behind this project,
and it was surely a labor of love. Handa spent some time at the Center for
Japan Studies at Berkeley with Delmer Brown and received help from various
people in producing the disk, and he has spent countless hours personally
gathering, inputting, and arranging the contents, and ironing out software
problems. Handa was hampered by bureaucratic obstacles and excessive fees
in gaining access to the wealth of useful illustrations owned by various pub-
lishers and other organizations. Instead, he took advantage of his position as
an active Shinto priest to gather numerous still and video clips on his own,
which explains why his wife and children appear in many of the illustrations.
This individual effort, while admirable, contributes to a shortcoming of the
dictionary—a weakness in depth and detail.   
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As Handa himself admits, and as a look at the list of “topics” reveals, the
contents of this CD-ROM are still somewhat general and the disc will prove
more useful as a teaching or classroom tool than for serious in-depth
research on Japanese religions. Given these limitations, it is a matter of per-
spective whether the price of $100 is expensive or cheap. It certainly is not
enough to repay the producer for his noble efforts, yet it is more expensive
than commercial CD-ROMs in other areas.

All of this reflects the newness of multimedia publication. The ³eld has not
yet sorted out the required tasks, foundation, and expertise—equivalent to
the roles of editors and producers for print media—required for the produc-
tion of mature multimedia research tools. Publishers who pioneer such work
will be doing a great service to academia. In short, the work under review is
not yet the promised land of multimedia research, but it is nevertheless a
promising and appealing step in that direction.

Paul L. Swanson
Nanzan Institute for Religion and Culture

REVIEWS 231


